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Big Tobacco case tops
year’s largest verdicts

Plaintiff's attorneys m
offer behind-scenes
look at landmark win

By Phillip Bantz

phillip.bantz@lawyersweekly.com

Two Boston trial lawyers took on
Big Tobacco and won the largest
jury verdict in the state last year in
a wrongful death suit that exposed
adisturbing campaign to distribute
menthol cigarettes to inner-city
children.

The $152 million award in Evans
v. Lorillard is nearly 10 times larger
than 2009's top verdict of $15.7 mil-
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Banks' credit card rates
deemed unconscionable

By David E. Frank

david.frank@lawyersweekly.com

In an issue of first impression, a
Superior Court judge has held that
common-law unconscionability
principles prevent credit card com-
panies from charging debtors in-
terest rates greater than 18 percent.

The plaintiff, South Dakota-
based Citibank, argued that it was
improper for a judge in Massachu-
setts to impose such a ceiling when
its own state laws allow interest to
be set at any rate.

But Judge Robert A.
Cornetta disagreed and
ruled that the credit card
giant was legally obligat-
ed to make sure its rates
comport with common-
law concepts of funda-

‘Moral hazard’

Richard L. Wise, who represent-
ed the debtor, said he believes Cor-
netta is the first judge in the coun-
try to apply an unconscionability
test to a credit card debt dispute.
While the judge’s 18 percent cap
was arbitrary, the Salem lawyer said,
it was certainly within the realm of
reasonableness.

“Whether the line should have
been 16 percent or 17 percent is an
arguable point, but what the judge
did was pick the upper limit,” he
said.“No reasonable per-
son would disagree thata
rate over 18 percent is un-
reasonable””

If the case is appealed
and affirmed by the Ap-
peals Court or Supreme
Judicial Court, it will have
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